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Dear Friends,

The Eastern Sierra region of California and Nevada 
has a strong agricultural legacy of working farms and 
ranches, abundant and diverse wildlife habitat, iconic 
landscapes and vast open spaces enjoyed by visitors 
and residents alike.

Despite its unique natural and cultural character, it 
faces increased pressure to grow and develop in ways 
that threaten the very values that make the region so 
special.

A land trust can’t solve every problem, but where 
priorities and values are aligned, great outcomes can 
result, benefiting humans and wildlife alike. In 2012, 
ESLT collaborated with government agencies and 
other nonprofits to preserve habitat and agricultural 
lands, while also working to protect habitat for 
the Bi-State sage-grouse, a large ground-dwelling 
bird. Irrigated meadows that brush up against sage 
make perfect summer brood-rearing habitat for the 
sage-grouse, as well as prime livestock grazing land. 
Protecting these areas is a win-win for both ranchers 
and the sage-grouse.

Our Community Connections Program continued to 
reach out in 2012 to our regional community through 
site visits, field trips, seminars, work projects, and 
fun children’s events such as our annual Sunflower 
Garden Project. It successfully connected people to 
the land and cultivated a sense of appreciation for all 
our region has to offer.

Working together, we can make great strides in 
assuring the preservation of this region of unique 
beauty we call home for both current and future 
generations.



The Eastern Sierra is a region rich in natural beauty, with 
its iconic landscapes of soaring mountains, dense forests, 
green valleys, sparse deserts and vast open spaces that 
stretch across 14,000 square miles. It is home to working 
farms and ranches,  diverse wildlife habitats, a myriad of 
recreation opportunities and a rich history and culture.

The fear of losing these lands and the unique character 
of the region to population growth and increasing 
development pressures led to the founding of ESLT in 
2001. Today, in 2012,  ESLT has conserved over 7,500 acres.

 As the only land trust based in California’s Eastern 
Sierra, our conservation efforts focus on acquiring lands, 
setting up voluntary land protection agreements with 
willing landowners that allow them to retain title and 
management of their land while designating how it will 
be used now and in the future, or mediating land trades 
between landowners and public agencies. 

In 2012, we completed the Sierra Nevada Conservancy-
funded East Walker River Watershed Assessment and 
Plan; hosted multiple site visits with interested funding 
partners at several high-priority potential projects; and 
gave a presentation to the Marine Corps Mountain Warfare 
Training Center on partnership benefits. 

Additionally, we laid the groundwork for a number of 
important new conservation agreements, which, once 
finalized, will add to the 16 properties we have already 
conserved. We continued our work to preserve working 
ranches, protect existing wildlife habitats, and offer 
opportunities for people to connect with our treasured 
Eastern Sierra lands.

ESLT’s Stewardship Program ensures that the scenic, 
agricultural, natural, recreational, historical, and 
watershed values preserved by our conservation 
agreements are maintained in perpetuity. We conduct 
annual monitoring visits, designed to document both 
natural and human-caused changes to the conservation 
values protected by each easement or agreement already 
in place.

Through this process, ESLT collaborates with landowners 
to develop ongoing communication in the easement 
partnership. Where funding allows, and at landowner 
request, we can assist in additional projects to enhance 
the values preserved by that conservation agreement. 

In 2012, we initiated the Benton Hot Springs Ranch ponds 
restoration project funded by the USFWS.  We monitored 
all our properties and found no violations; thus ensuring 
the continued preservation of vital intact ecosystems and 
landscapes.



Cinnamon Ranch

Cattle graze contentedly at Centennial 
Ranch Conservation Easement.

Montgomery Creek Ranch

The Eastern Sierra’s working farms and 
ranches are scenic, historic, and a vital 
part of the region’s economy and rural 
character. 

Our Working Farms and Ranches Program 
helps ranchers and farmers to sustain 
financially-viable agricultural operations 
on their land, against rising pressures to 
subdivide.

 In places like the Montgomery Creek 
Ranch and Benton Hot Springs Valley, we 
helped landowners to set up voluntary land 
protection agreements that permanently 
protect family farms and ranches. 

Landowners retain title and management 
of their property, while designating how 
their land may be used now and in the 
future. Every landowner has different 
needs, hopes, and plans for their land, 
but ESLT has a standardized process for 
evaluating each land conservation project 
for feasibility and consistency with our 
mission and goals. 

Our Lands Committee and staff carefully 
evaluate each potential project to ensure 
it involves significant conservation values, 
with final approval for projects coming 
from our Board of Directors. For example, 
landowners may want to protect their 
land’s current agricultural use in perpetuity 
by prohibiting any subdivision or land use 
that would compromise those protected 
qualities, while otherwise retaining all their 
property rights. 

Landowners also may benefit from 
significant tax advantages currently as  
well as for future generations. 

We focus on rangeland and farmland in 
Owens Valley, Long Valley, Mono Basin, 
Bridgeport Valley, Adobe Valley, Tri-Valleys, 
and Antelope Valley.

We are continuing to work on new projects 
that will help preserve additional working 
farms and ranches in the coming years.

Benton Hot Springs Ranch is preserved 
through an ESLT conservation easement.



As our population grows, the wildlife of the Eastern Sierra can be crowded out of 
migration corridors, wetlands, and breeding grounds. Our Critical Habitats Program 

is working to maintain the viability of our region’s wild inhabitants, through public 
education and land protection agreements.

The Swall Wildlife Preserve along  
the mule deer migration corridor.

A mule deer at attention.

In 2012, ESLT continued its work 
of protecting and preserving 
vital wildlife habits. The natural 
phenomenon of large mammal 
migration is threatened around the 
world, and in the Eastern Sierra. 
With a grant from the California 
Wildlife Conservation Board, and 
the cooperation of the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife, which owns adjacent property, 
ESLT has been able to preserve the remaining 60 acres of the 
1,000 acres that Joseph Swall originally settled in 1910. 

The newly-named Swall Wildlife Preserve is located at the base 
of the Sierra Nevada, and affords dramatic views of Round Valley, 
Wheeler Ridge, and the White Mountains. The property includes  
Great Basin sagebrush, and is crossed by a perennial stream. It is 
a critical link in the migration 
corridor of the Round Valley 
mule deer herd between 
their summer range high in 
the Sierra and their lower 
elevation winter range. 

John Wilson, Joseph Swall’s 
great-grandson, wanted to 
protect the wildlife habitat 
on his property.  “My family,” 
Wilson said,  “is very pleased that the last piece of land will be 
left open space to allow a critical migration corridor to the Round 
Valley wintering ground.”

Karen Ferrell-Ingram, ESLT Executive Director in 2012, added, 
“We will manage the land for wildlife, from deer to golden eagles 
to migrating Monarch butterflies. This is a wonderful day for 
wildlife and the people of California.”

A mountain lion poses 
for the camera.

A greater sage-grouse 
struts his stuff.

With a grant from the Norcross 
Wildlife Foundation, ESLT 
purchased a motion-activated 
wildlife camera in the spring 

of 2012. This weatherproof camera, which  captures 
wildlife day or night without disturbing them, is used 
by scientists and wildlife enthusiasts worldwide. 
During the last monitoring season, ESLT staff installed 
the camera on ESLT project lands.

The camera’s potential is maximized in locations with 
a variety of wildlife. In the Eastern Sierra, these usually 
include animal trails to a nearby creek or water supply. 
In combination with other sources of important data 
collected, the camera offers valuable information to 
improve land management.

The greater sage-grouse is 
found at elevations ranging 
from 4,000 to over 9,000 feet. 
It is an omnivore, eating mainly 
sagebrush, some other soft 
plants, and insects. This species 
is almost totally reliant on 
sagebrush, and cannot survive 
in areas where sagebrush does 
not exist.

Eastern Sierra populations of the greater sage-
grouse have been determined by the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service to be a Distinct Population Segment 
(DPS) that warrants listing under the Endangered 
Species Act independent from greater sage-grouse 
in other areas. Their status will be reconsidered in 
September 2013.

 Local agency biologists have long recognized the 
importance of the species and have been working 
hard for years to study known populations and 

identify and implement 
management 

actions designed 
to benefit it. 

Some creative partnerships have emerged because of the 
attention the greater sage grouse has received. Some private 
landowners, particularly those who make their living from grazing 
livestock, have voluntarily agreed to work with agencies such 
as the Natural Resource Conservation Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, and Fish & Wildlife Service to implement projects 
and land management strategies to both increase their range 
production and improve habitat for grouse. 

Discussions about permanent conservation easements have 
begun. ESLT is in early conversations with several interested 
landowners regarding potential projects.



A child experiences the rich fragrance of a Jeffrey Pine at Family Day at Crowley Hilltop Preserve.

We celebrated spring on May 29th 
at our 3rd annual Gardenfest, 
held at our offices in Bishop. A 
wide array of started-plants were 
offered by local nurseries and 
organizations such as 4-H. Master 
Gardeners gave out great gardening tips; adults enjoyed 
the seed swap; a variety of educational resources and 
books were for sale; and kids had fun at the popular arts & 
crafts station.   

Sharing gardening tips.

Volunteers pose proudly with 
all the debris they collected.

On Saturday, September 8th, 
2012, ESLT partnered with the 
Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power to clean up 
areas on the Owens River as 
a part of the statewide Sierra 
Nevada Conservancy’s Great 
Sierra River Cleanup. 

ESLT volunteers picked up 
trash from three sites along the Owens River south of East 
Line Street, collecting about 190 lbs. of trash and recycling, 
including plastic bags, bottles and cans, clothing, shotgun 
shells, food wrappers, fishing line and cigarette butts.

According to the Ocean Conservancy, it takes 1-5 years for a 
cigarette butt to decompose, and 1 million years for a glass 
bottle to break down. ESLT thanks all the participants who 
helped us keep the Eastern Sierra clean and beautiful.

Crowley Hilltop Preserve hosts five different species of 
conifer trees, great views, and important habitat for bears, 
deer and other wildlife. Families came here on August 11th 
to learn about its complex ecosystem, play games, look 
for animal tracks and, yes, get up-close-and-personal with 
some fragrant giants of the forest. 

Victoria Ortiz lived up to the SNAP (Sierra Nevada 
AmeriCorps Partnership) motto of “getting things done” in 
2012 by organizing or participating in over 40 events. 

As ESLT’s AmeriCorps member, she 
helped build “Community Connections” 
every day, showing kids how to use 
binoculars to watch birds, teaching 
them creative writing during outings to 
conservation easements, helping them 
cultivate a stunning sunflower garden 
and organizing volunteers to support 
many ESLT projects. 

She also joined Lands Director Aaron Johnson on annual 
monitoring  visits to ESLT’s  conservation easements. 
As Victoria puts it, “The beauty of working with a small 
nonprofit is that I’ve been able to wear a variety of hats. 

I’ve become immersed in multiple communities 
comprised of passionate individuals that have taught 
me how to inspire others and effectively garner 
support for a cause.”

Victoria on a site visit.



The Fourth Annual Art for Conservation show was held from June 26th through 
August 3rd at the G2 Gallery in Venice, California. It featured images of Mono 

Lake and other Eastern Sierra 
vistas from eight talented local 
photographers. A jury composed of 
two gallery directors chose the eight 
from among 27 photographers in a blind viewing. 

Many of the photographers and ESLT board and staff members mingled with 
gallery visitors on Saturday for a special reception featuring live music. The 
beautifully-displayed Eastern Sierra images were enthusiastically received by 
attendees.Artists donated 40% of the proceeds from sales of their work to 
ESLT to help further our efforts to preserve the beauty of the Eastern Sierra.

The weekend culminated with a panel discussion Sunday afternoon 
featuring ESLT Executive Director Karen Ferrell-Ingram, Chris Langley of 
the Alabama Hills Stewardship group, and Geoff McQuilkin of the 

Mono Lake Committee. With the artwork as a spectacular backdrop, the panel answered questions regarding 
the preservation of the Eastern Sierra. 

From left: Victoria Ortiz, Nolan Nitschke, Stephen 
Ingram, John Dittli, Karen Ferrell Ingram, Rick 
Kattelmann, Robb Hirsch, and Andy Selters.

During the weekend of July 20-22,2012, ESLT hosted Lands 
& Legacy, a celebration showcasing the dramatic Eastern 
Sierra landscape, and connecting ESLT supporters with the 
wide open spaces of this beautiful region.

NBA great, bicycle enthusiast, and ESLT member and 
supporter Bill Walton, participated in the 23-mile bike ride 
around the June Lake Loop. After tackling the grueling high-
elevation terrain, partipants were treated to a delicious 
gourmet lunch. 

As Walton put it so well, “This terrific event brings together 
all that is right in the world and life: the magnificent Eastern 
Sierra, health, sport, the team, riding our bikes with purpose 
and passion, and the chance to make a difference in all of 
our futures.”

Other supporters spent the day exploring the rich history 
of ESLT’s conservation projects at the foot of Dunderberg 
Peak. Also part of the weekend was a basketball clinic at 
Mammoth High School. Under the supervision and coaching 
of Bill Walton, local basketball stars polished their game and 
learned championship quality methods and techniques.

 The weekend culminated with a gala dinner at Mammoth 
Mountain Ski Area’s Mountainside Conference Center. The 
evening’s celebration included a reception, dinner, a live 
auction conducted by Walton and Olympic marathoner Meb 
Keflezighi and live music by Flashback. It was a memorable 
weekend—full of fun for a good cause.  

Art patrons fill the G2 Gallery. 

Bill Walton rides the June Lake Loop with ESLT members and supporters during the Lands & Legacy celebration.
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Corporate & 
Foundation Sponsors
$5,000 and over:
Anonymous
California Farmland Conservancy 
Program
CA Department of Transportation
The John Randolph Haynes and 
Dora Haynes Foundation
JiJi Foundation
The Roger I. and Ruth B. 
MacFarlane Foundation
Mammoth Mountain Ski Area
Pelago Corporation
Sierra Nevada Conservancy

Under $5,000:
AV Group Angeles Chapter  
Sierra Club
Caldera Investments LP 
Footloose Sports
The G2 Gallery
June Lake Loop Women’s Club
The Norcross Wildlife Foundation
The Old House at Benton Hot 
Springs
Santa Cruz Fly Fisherman
Sorenson’s Resort
Turnip Top Foundation
Stewardship Circle 
$2,500 and over:
Paola Accusani
Sharon and Malcolm Clark 
Douglas and Martha Duncan
Lynn and Nancy Higbee
Peter and Patricia Morris
Paul and Katherine Page
Genny Smith
Catherine Steele
Michael and Erika Swimmer
Derek Taylor
Tony and Sherryl Taylor
Sid and Betsey Tyler
C. Dana White

$1,000 - $2,499:
William and Susan Baribault

Bill and Diane Bramlette
Robert and Karen Gardner
Richard A. Grant, Jr. and 
Maria Grant

Barbara Hodgin and Howard 
Weaver
Karen Ferrell-Ingram and Stephen 
Ingram
Rick Kattelmann and Sally Gaines
Nancy Light and Chris Fichtel
Lorraine Masten and Mike 
Loughman
Richard Mazess
Edmund and Jan Ostendorf III
Brynn and Galen Pewtherer
Orrin and Cindy Sage
Hank and Susan Stoutz
Lori and Bill Walton
Michael Weber and Frances 
Spivy-Weber

$500 - $999:
Luca and Alisa Adriani
Martha Breed
Blake and Andrea Brown
Brian and India Clamp
Cynthia Clamp and Maryann 
Zylstra
Charles Comfort III
Marian Cropp
Regina Fink
Lynne Foster
Roger and Diane Getts
Bonnie Gregory
Gerald and Karen Hoefner
Henning and Grethe 
Jensen
Margo Koss and Leroy Russ
Hollis Lenderking
Sam Mudie and Patty Glaser
Paul and Antje Newhagen
Stacy Pulice
Donald and Joanne Sage
Fred and Wendy Salter
Jean Schuyler
Sarah Sheehan
Wayne and Sharol Siemens
Don and OJ Zeleny

$249 - $499:
Tim and Pamela Alpers 
Jo Bacon 
Dennis Barton 
Herb and Phyllis Benham 
Tracey Bowers-Stidham and 

Lawrence Stidham
Karin Carrington 
Cris Chater 
John Evarts and Marjorie Popper
Kimberly Forkner 
Paul Grishaber 
Bob and Phyllis Henigson 
Rosanne and Thomas 
Higley 
Michael Honer 
Chuck and Margarita 
Lande 
Theodore Mazzone and Randall 
Wittorp
Scott and Lisa McKenzie 
Ruth Norris and John Shores
John and Peggy Overland 
James Parker 
Marie Patrick and Michael Lofthus
Wayne Pfeiffer 
Michael and Lenore Roberts 
Jeanette Schneider 
Margaret Songster and Terry Oden
Alison Whalen and Steve 
Marenberg
Gretchen Whisen 
Julie Yost 

$100 - $249
 Ingrid Akerblom 
Chris Allen 
Karen Allen and Brian Cashore
Leslie and Rick Anderson 
William Apt 
Joseph and Marjorie Bailey 
Mark Baker 
Tucker and Melody Barksdale 
Priscilla Battelle 
Clifford Beck, M.D. and Alice 
Casey, M.D.
Craig Behrens and Patricia Price
Robert Bender 
Vernon Benhart and Linda R. 
Edwards
Lauralee and Wayne Bennett 
Lynda Biederman 
 Black Gold Asphalt, Inc and Rick 
Gorges
Penny and Jonathan Bourne 
Michelle Brodie 
Robert Brown 

Stacey Brown, MD and Ceal 
Klingler
Penny and Paul Burdeno 
Dale and Suzanne Burger 
Shirley and Cecelia Lynne 
Butterworth 
Jeanne and William Cahill c/o 
Calfox, Inc.
Joan Carroll 
Emmy Cattani East Fork Partners, 
LLC 
Katie and Arnold Cattani, Adobe 
Valley LLC
Thomas J. and Judith E. Cerny 
Leslie Chapman 
Harry and Katherine Cheney 
Joan Clamp 
George and Shirley Coleman 
Robin and Brett Cox 
William Cox and Barbara Cameron
Roger Crist and Susan Korngold
John Cunningham and Evanne 
Jardine
Jeff and Vicki Davis 
Martha Davis 
Dan and Leslie Dawson 
Heather deBethizy 
William and Bernadette DeYoung 
William Dickey 
Kirsten DiNicola, Haute Looks
Andrew Dubrasky 
Duaine and Barbara Duff 
Linda J. Ekback 
Diana and Dennis Evans 
Jack Ferrell 
Steve Filarsky  and Barbara J. Ward
Morris and Mary Fiorina 
John and Patsy Fiske 
Liz Fleming 
Nancy Fong 
Julie Fontaine 
James Fousekis 
Ted and Kate Freeland 
Sidney Gardner 
Lyle Gaston 
William and Lance Geiger 
Martha Gilchrist 
David Grah 
Ray Gray and Martha Voght
John and Elizabeth Grether 

Eastern Sierra Land Trust’s success in preserving vital lands in the 
Eastern Sierra is made possible by the inspiration of our founders, 
the dedication of our board, staff, and volunteers, and the 
generous support of  individuals, businesses and foundations. 

We gratefully acknowledge all our supporters who have made 
gifts to ESLT in 2012. 
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Robert and Jane Parker 
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Ellen and Fraser Perkins 
Frederick Perner 
Pete Peterson and Amy Motroni
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Jane and David Richardson 
Will Richmond 
James and Judy Robinson 
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Dan Rosser 
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Barbara Wagner 
Jeanne Walter 
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january to december 2012

Ruth MacFarlane has traveled a long way from her 
birthplace in Cape Town, South Africa to California, but the 
majestic mountains of the Eastern Sierra remind her of the 

“grand mountain ranges” of 
her homeland. She is 

well traveled, having 
also lived in England, 
but was drawn to 
the Mammoth Lakes 

area because of the 
beauty of the Sierra.

Ruth and her husband, Roger, guide the MacFarlane 
Foundation, whose mission is to, “support programs 
and organizations which enhance the quality of life 
and opportunity for individuals, communities, and the 
environment.” They were drawn by ESLT’s strategy of 
utilizing conservation easements. 

Ruth’s many interests include art and music, serving as 
Chairman of the Board for Beach Cities Symphony. She 
particularly enjoys ESLT’s art shows featuring plein air 
painters. We appreciate the support of the MacFarlane 
Foundation and Ruth’s inspirational energy.
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Lynne Stark 
Kent and Elena Stokes 
Emilie Strauss 
Sam and Susan Sutton 
Joshua Switzky 
Sylvia Sykora and Robert Meyers
Howard and Gloria Tapia 
Elizabeth and Jim Tenney 
Myrna Elaine and Ramon Valdez 
Gloria and Jeff Vaughan 
Stephen Walker 
Hugh Warnock 
Patience and Fritz Wenck 
Janet Westbrook 
Polly Wheaton 
Doris White 
Bruce Whitney 
Judy and Andrew Wickman 
Thomas Williams 
Wally Woolfenden 

In-Kind Donations
A special thank you to all those 
individuals and organizations who 
supported ESLT through their 
In-Kind donations in 2012.

january to december 2012

ESLT Members and supporters at the Volunteer Orientation in February 2012.  



Unrestricted Revenue 2011 2012
Contribution

(Individual, corporate, and foundation)
$186,192 $217,296

Investment Interest and Gains (loss) $2,371 $5,763

Program Services/Events $41,457 $25,391

Funds Released from Restriction
 (Including land and easement acquisition grants)

$3,702,829 $130,490

Revenue Total $3,932,849 $378,940

Expenses 2011 2012
Program Services

 (Land conservation and education)
$271,191 $265,460

Land & Easement Acquistion $3,537,912 $11,716

Fundraising $26,512 $24,718

Administration $29,722 $28,204

Expense Total $3,865,337 $330,099

Independent Accountants: Gregory & Pieper, LLP

to our conservation partners

Program Services
Land & Easement 
Acquisitions 
Fundraising
Administration

2012 EXPENSES2012 REVENUE

Contributions
Investment
Program Services
Funds Released 
from Restriction

Our sincere thanks to Stephen Ingram, Rick Kattelmann, Jen May, Indigo Photography, 
and ESLT staff members for providing the pictures included in the 2012 Annual Report.



Our success in preserving vital lands in the Eastern Sierra is made possible by 
the generous support of individuals, businesses and foundations. 

If you would like more information about how to support our work, or want to 
learn how to preserve your rural lands for future generations, please contact us 
at: info@eslt.org or through our website at www.eslt.org. 

P.O. Box 755 
176 Home Street 
Bishop, California 93515

Phone (760) 873-4554 
Fax (760) 873-9277 
 www.eslt.org

Follow us on Facebook.


